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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1,11 and 12 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 1 line 1 , the phrase "In a vibration damper, a clamp" has an error. 

Examiner suggests "A clamp in a vibration damper" instead to correct the error. 

Claim 1 1 line 1, the phrase "In a vibration damper having a clamp" has an error. 
Examiner suggests "A clamp in a vibration damper" instead to correct the error. 

Claim 12 line 1, the phrase "In a vibration damper, a clamp" has an error. 
Examiner suggests "A clamp in a vibration damper" instead to correct the error. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-7, 10, 12, 14-16 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Hawkins et al. (4554402). 

Re claim 1 , Hawkins et al. discloses a clamp (14) in a vibration damper for 
attachment to a suspended conductor, said vibration damper including a damping 
structure, and said clamp comprising: a base (unnumbered on 14, seen in figure 1) 
having a housing (peripheral wall portion that provide an enclosed space 28) for 
attachment to said damping structure (32) and a first clamp member (unnumbered 
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portion of 14 including 16 and 22 seen in figure 1) extending from said housing; a 
second clamp member (unnumbered portion of 14 seen in figure 3), said first and 
second clamp members cooperating to provide a passageway (unnumbered, holding 
conductor 12) for said suspended conductor (12), and one of said first and second 
clamp members including an extension section (22); and a fastener (unnumbered) for 
securing said second clamp member to said first clamp member, said extension section 
preventing rotation (see figures 2 and 3) of said second clamp member about said 
fastener (see figures 1-3). 

Re claim 2, Hawkins et al. discloses a clamp wherein said extension section is a 
first extension section (unnumbered, one side of 22), said first extension section 
prevents rotation of said second clamp member about said fastener in a first direction, 
and said one of said first and second clamp members includes a second extension 
section (unnumbered, the other side of 22), said second extension section preventing 
rotation of said second clamp member about said fastener in a direction opposite said 
first direction (see figures 2 and 3). 

Re claim 3, Hawkins et al. discloses a clamp wherein said second clamp member 
is positioned between said first and second extension sections (see figures 2 and 3). 

Re claim 5, Hawkins et al. discloses a clamp wherein when said first clamp 
member includes said extension section (22), said extension section projects a distance 
from said first clamp member, said distance being greater than a maximum gap width 
between a first inner surface of said first clamp member and a second inner surface of 
said second clamp member (see figure 3). 
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Re claim 6, Hawkins et aL discloses a clamp wherein said fastener 
(unnumbered) secures said second clamp member to said first clamp member in either 
of a loosened and a tightened configuration, said loosened configuration enabling 
passage of said suspended conductor into said passageway, and said tightened 
configuration enabling said clamp to be retained on said suspended conductor (see 
figures 2 and 3). 

Re claim 7, Hawkins et al. discloses a clamp wherein second clamp member is 
restricted to translational movement in response to adjustment of said fastener (see 
figures 2 and 3). 

. Re claim 10, Hawkins et al. discloses a damp wherein said fastener establishes 
a single attachment point of said second clamp member to said first clamp member (see 
figures 2 and 3). 

Re claim 12, Hawkins et al. discloses a clamp (14) in a vibration damper for 
attachment to a suspended conductor (12), said vibration damper including a damping 
structure, and said clamp comprising: a base (unnumbered portion of 14 seen in figure 
1 ) having a housing (peripheral wall portion 28 for example) for attachment to said 
damping structure and a first clamp member (unnumbered portion of 14, including 16 
and 22 seen in figure 1) extending from said housing, said first clamp member having a 
first extension section (unnumbered portion of 22 on one side) and a second extension 
section (unnumbered portion of 22 on the other side); a second clamp member 
(unnumbered portion of 14 seen in figure 3) positioned between said first and second 
extension sections, said first and second clamp members cooperating to provide a 
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passageway (unnumbered, holding 12) for said suspended conductor (12); and a 
fastener (unnumbered) for securing said second clamp member to said first clamp 
member, said first and second extension sections (22) continuously abutting said 
second clamp member to prevent rotation of said second clamp member about said 
fastener (see figures 1 -3). 

Re claim 14, Hawkins et al. discloses a clamp wherein said first and second 
extension sections project a distance from said first clamp member, said distance being 
greater than a maximum gap width between a first inner surface of said first clamp 
member and a second inner surface of said second clamp member (see figures 2 and 
3). 

Re claim 15, Hawkins et al. discloses a clamp wherein said fastener secures said 
second clamp member to said first clamp member in either of a loosened and a 
tightened configuration, said loosened configuration enabling passage of said 
suspended conductor into said passageway, and said tightened configuration enabling 
said clamp to be retained on said suspended conductor (see figures 2 and 3). 

Re claim 16, Hawkins et al. discloses a clamp wherein second clamp member is 
restricted to translational movement in response to adjustment of said fastener (see 
figures 2 and 3). 

Re claim 19, Hawkins et al. discloses a clamp wherein said fastener establishes 
a single attachment point of said second clamp member to said first clamp member (see 
figures 2 and 3). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 4 and 1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hawkins et al. 

Re claim 4, Hawkins et al. substantially discloses a clamp as set forth in claim 1 
above. Hawkins et al. does not explicitly disclose wherein said extension section 
projects in a direction transverse to a longitudinal axis of said passageway. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have the extension section project in a direction transverse to a longitudinal 
axis of said passageway, since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention 
involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. 
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Re claim 13, Hawkins et al. substantially discloses a clamp as set forth in claim 
12 above. Hawkins et al. does not explicitly disclose wherein said first and second 
extension sections project in a direction transverse to a longitudinal axis of said 
passageway. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the first and second extension sections project in a 
direction transverse to a longitudinal axis of said passageway, since it has been held 
that rearranging parts of an invention involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 
86 USPQ 70. 

7. Claims 8-9, 11 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hawkins et al. in view of Amos et al. (5085583). 

Re claim 8, Hawkins et al. substantially discloses a clamp as set forth in claim 1 
above. Hawkins et al. does not explicitly disclose wherein said fastener is an eyebolt. 
However, Amos et al. teaches of an eyebolt used as a fastener (see figures 1 and 2). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use the eyebolt of Amos et al. on the clamp of Hawkins et al. in order to 
hold cable. 

Re claim 9, note that the eyebolt of Amos et al. includes a shaft having a first 
shaft end (9 threaded shaft) and a second shaft end (unnumbered on the other end of 
10), a threaded portion (9) being located at said first shaft end, and a loop portion being 
located at said second shaft end (see figure 2). 

The limitation of stating that the threaded portion is for interconnection with said 
first and second clamp members and the loop portion is for engagement with an 
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installation tool for said vibration damper, discloses an intended use. It has been held 
that a recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to 
be employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus 
satisfying the claimed structural limitations. Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647 (1987). 

Re claim 1 1 , Hawkins et al. substantially discloses a clamp (14) in a vibration 
damper for attachment to a suspended conductor (12), said clamp including a first 
clamp member (unnumbered portion of 14 seen in figure 1) and a second clamp 
member (unnumbered portion of 14 seen in figure 3), a fastener (unnumbered) for 
securing said second clamp member to said first clamp member. Hawkins et al. does 
not explicitly disclose said fastener comprising: a shaft having a first shaft end and a 
second shaft end; a threaded portion located at said first shaft end configured for 
interconnection with said first and second clamp members; and a loop portion located at 
said second shaft end for engagement with an installation tool for said vibration damper. 
However, Amos et al. teaches of a fastener (eyebolt 10) comprising: a shaft having a 
first shaft end (9 threaded shaft) and a second shaft end (unnumbered on the other end 
of 10); a threaded portion (9) located at said first shaft end; and a loop portion located at 
said second shaft end (see figures 1 and 2). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the fastener of Amos 
et al. on the clamp of Hawkins et al. in order to hold cable. 

The limitation of stating that the threaded portion is configured for interconnection 
with said first and second clamp members and the loop portion is for engagement with 
an installation tool for said vibration damper, discloses an intended use. It has been 
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held that a recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is 
intended to be employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art 
apparatus satisfying the claimed structural limitations. Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 
1647(1987). 

Re claim 17, Hawkins et al. substantially discloses a clamp as set forth in claim 
12 above. Hawkins et al. does not explicitly disclose wherein said fastener is an 
eyebolt. However, Amos et al. teaches of an eyebolt used as a fastener (see figures 1 
and 2). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the eyebolt of Amos et al. on the clamp of Hawkins et al. in 
order to hold cable. 

Re claim 18, note that the eyebolt of Amos et al. includes a shaft having a first 
shaft end (9 threaded shaft) and a second shaft end (unnumbered on the other end of 
10), a threaded portion (9) being located at said first shaft end, and a loop portion being 
located at said second shaft end (see figure 2). 

The limitation of stating that the threaded portion is for interconnection with said 
first and second clamp members and the loop portion is for engagement with an 
installation tool for said vibration damper, discloses an intended use. It has been held 
that a recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to 
be employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus 
satisfying the claimed structural limitations. Ex parte Masham, 2 USPQ2d 1647 (1987). 
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Response to Arguments 



8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -1 9 in view of the parent 
application have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of 
rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jinhee J Lee whose telephone number is 571-272-1977. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M, T, Th and F at 6:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean A Reichard can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext. 31. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 




Jinhee J Lee 
Patent Examiner 
ArtUnit 2831 
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